VSenal No. 09/062,255 



-2 



IN THE CLAIMS 



• 



Art Unit 3611 



Please amend the claims as follows: 



V 



l^( J^ic^Amended)^A_syst<^i for mounting a rider to a snowboard, the system 
comprising: 




a snowboard boot having a sole including a heel area, an arch area and a toe,area; 
a snowboard binding; 
a first engagement member; and 
a second engagement member; 
wherein one of the first and second engagement members is mounted to the sole of the 
snowboard boot forward of the archarea and the other of the first and second engagement 

r } y 

members is mounted to the binding; / 

r y). 

wherein the first engagement member is adapted to mate with the second engagement 



member to releasably engage the snowboard boot to the binding; 

wherein the first engagement member is an active engagement member that is movable, 

relative to the one of the sole of the snowboard boot or the binding to which the first engagement 

member is mounted,/between a first state wherein the first engagement member does not engage 
/ 

the second engagement member and a second state wherein the first engagement member 

engages the>£econd engagement member to [inhibit lifting] prevent release of the toe area of the 
/ 

boot from the binding during riding, and 

wherein the active engagement member is automatically movable, in response to the rider 



-stepping out of "the binding^from^thesecond^state'to'the'ftr^state^ 



(z^T (Amended) The system of claim pijjs^wherein the medial and lateral sides of the 
[wedge-shaped] cleat each further tapers along a length of the cleat from a wider toe-end portion 
of the cleat to a narrower heel-end portion of the cleat, and wherein the wider toe-end portion of 
the cleat is wider than the distance and the narrower heel-end portion of the cleat is narrower 
than the distance. 

(Amended) A [The] system [of claim 2,] for mounting a rider to a snowboard, the 
system comprising: 




r 
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a snowboard boot having a sole including a heel area, an arch area and a toe ar ea; * 
a snowboard binding; 
a first engagement member; and 

a second engagement member; \ x 

\ ^ - - 

wherein one of the first and second engagement members is mounted to the sole of the 
snowboard boot forward of the arch area and the other of the first and second engagement 
members is mounted to the binding; 

wherein the first engagement member is adapted to mate with the second engagement 
member to releasably engage the snowboard boot to the binding; 

wherein the first engagement member -is an active^engagement member that is movable, 
relative to the one of the sole of the snowboard boot or the binding to which the first engagement 
member is mounted, between a first state wherein the first engagement member does not engage 
the second engagement member and a second state wherein the first engagement member 
engages the second engagement member to inhibit lifting of the toe area of the boot from the 
binding during riding; 

Jj wherein the active^igagement member is automatically movable, in response to the rider 

stepping out of the bindin|^from the second state to the first state; 

H wherein the active^engagement member is further automatically movable, in response to 

the rider stepping into the binding, from the first state to the second state, wherein the second 
engagement member is a cleat having a base mounted to one of the snowboard boot and the 
binding, wherein the cleat further includes medial and lateral sides, and wherein at least one of 
the medial and lateral sides tapers inwardly from a wider base-end portion of the cleat adjacent 
the base to a narrower free-end portion of the cleat away from the base; and 

wherein the medial and lateral sides of the [wedge-shaped] cleat each further tapers along 
a length of the cleat from a wider toe-end portion of the cleat to a narrower heel-end portion of 

the cleat. 

Amended) The system of claim^^ wherein the medial and lateral sides of the 
[wedge-shaped] cleat each further tapers along a length of the cleat from a wider toe-end portion 
of the cleat to a narrower heel-end portion of the cleat, and wherein the wider toe-end portion of 
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the cleat is wider than the distance and the narrower heel-end portion of the cleat is narrower 
than the distance. 




^■29. ■ TAmended-WEhe-s^s tem of clai 





1 27. wherejn the media l and lateral sides^j 

JJi^f^he^leafTrom a wider toe-end portion 



[wedge-shaped] cleat each further tapers 

of the cleat to a narrower heel^grid-poffigfa of th^6leat, and wherein the wider toe-end portion of 
the cleat is widejUfeafiThe distance and theliarrower heel-end ^portion-a&the^d^a^ 
th 




(Amended) A snowboard boot adapted for use with a binding to mount the 
snowboard boot to a snowboard, the binding including a pair of spaced apart engagement 
members, the snowboard boot comprising: 
a sole; and 

a cleat having a base that is supported by the sole, the cleat being adapted to be releasably 
engaged by the pair of spaced apart engagement members, the cleat including medial and lateral 
sides, wherein at least one of the medial and lateral sides tapers inwardly from a wider base-end 
portion of the cleat adjacent the base to a narrower free-end portion of the cleat away from the 
base, the at least one of the medial and lateral sides being adapted to separate the pair of spaced 
apart engagement members when the snowboard boot steps into the binding; 

wherein the at least one of the medial and lateral sides of the cleat further tapers along a 
length of the cleat from a wider toe-end portion of the cleat to a narrower heel-end portion of the 
cleat. 



Please cancelslaim 44... 





A&r-fTtmendea) 1 lie sngwhoard-boot-o^claim-SS ^wherein the pair of spaced apart 
engagement members is spaced apart by a (jfstamce, wherein the cleat furtherjapers"' iiong a 
length of the cleat from a wider toe-end portion ofthejdeaHCTa^ia^ower heel-end portion of the 
cleat, and wherein the wider toe^ndiXJrtiorTof th? cleat is wider than the distance and the 



narrower he 



aU^naf¥Ow^4han- t - he-dig tano e . 
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* 1 (Tw fr.H A urmnH wf ) A^W»aad_>>nnt ^pt ^ d Lfor use with a bin ding to mount the 
snowboard boot to a snowboard, the binding including a first engagement member, the 
snowboard boot comprising: 

a sole; and 

a second engagement member mounted to the sole to releasajjly'engage the first 
engagement member; 

wherein one of the first an^^cond engagemen^fffembers [include] is an active 
engagement member and another ofifhe first ancl^cond engagement members is a compatible 
engagement member that is engageSble wi active engagement member, the active 
engagement member being povable^^tive to the one of the binding or the sole to which the 
active engagement member\sga^yirted, from a first state wherein the active engagement member 
does not engage the conrodfible engagement member to a second state wherein the active 
engagement membej/^ngages the compatible engagement member to prevent release of the 
second engagerp^nt member from the first engagement member during riding ; and 

wh^pfin the second engagement member automatically disengages from the first 
engagement member in response to the snowboard boot stepping-QiiL o£ e n Qae@m ^nt with^th ® 



r s j.TTwice Amended) 1 he\snowboard boot of claim 52, whe fHn tVlp <a^n"l Hii^r^ampnt 
member [resists] prevents releasejrori^^ member in response to a lifting force 



generated at the 



?f the snowboard boot. ? 




_S4, (Ampndedl A snowboard binding to mount a snowboard boot to a snowboard, the 




snowboard boot including a first engagement member, the snowboard binding^ 
a base; and 

a second engagement member, n^unted^ihe'lSase, that is adapted to mate with the first 
engagement member to releasablvfengageihe snowboard boot to the binding, the second 
engagement member beingaji^acfve engagei^nt member that is movable relative to the base 
between a first stat£*wlierein the s&gond^ffgagement member does not engage the first 
engagemepHnember and a second state wherein the second engagement member engages the 
fkgt^gagement member to [inhibit lifting] prevent release of the boot from the binding jiuring 




Serial No. 09/062,255 



6- 



• 



Art Unit 3611 



ridisg^^nd-*^ ei^age mfent memEeTislmtol^ the^ 

[ride^^^ 



lowboard bi nding [of claim 55] to mount a snowboard bootj 
a snowboard, the snowboard boot including a first engagement member, the Snowboard biijftffig 
comprising: 

a base; and 

a second engagement member, mounted to the base, that is adaptgd^o mate with the fir st 
engagement member to releasably engage the snowboard boot to tlip^mding, the second 
engagement member being an active engagement member that^movable relative to the base 
between a first state wherein the second engagement mgfff^er does not engage the first 
engagement member and a second state wherein tfye'second engagement member engages the 



wherein the active engagement mei 



stepping out of the binding, from 
wherein the active 




first engagement member to inffibitll lifting oiffieboot from the binding during riding, and 



atomatically movable, in response to the rider 



state to the first state; 
member is further automatically movable, in response to 



the rider stepping into thg^Sinding, from the first state to the second state, wherein the first 
engagement membeHncludes a cleat having a base mounted to a sole of the snowboard boot and 
medial and latgr^tTsides, and wherein the second engagement member includes a pair of spaced 
apart engajfement members each adapted to engage one of the medial and lateral sides of the 
cleat/and 

wherein each of the medial and lateral sides of the cleat tapers along a length of the cleat 
from a wider toe-end portion of the cleat to a narrower heel-end portion of the cleat, and wherein 
the pair of spaced apart engagement members is sp aced apart by a distance that is greater than 

rower neei-end portion ot the cleaTand smaller than the wider toe-end portion of the cleat. 



lent 



ided) A metho 
snowboard boot with a second engage: 
with the first engagement member toAnount t 
binding and prevent release 



interfacing a Yirst engagement member < 
member, on a/sno^oarcTKndirig, that is engageable 
d boot to [a snowboard] the snowboard 
bwb$Vd boot ffcm the snowboard binding during riding , C - 



wherein at least 



The 



lent members is an active engagemen t 




